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Nutritional Supplies

Storage & Handling 
FEEDING SOLUTIONS: Like feeding pumps and tubes, feeding solutions come in a wide range of solutions designed for specific patient needs. Your physician determines what nutrient formula is needed and performs calculations to determine daily needs. There are many feeding formulas that are similar and can cause adverse reactions if improperly used. Before using any feeding formula make sure it is of the same formula prescribed by the physician. Formulas come in different formulations, concentrations, and preparation styles, so please make sure you read the feeding formula containers carefully. 

FORMULA: Check the expiration date on the formula package or can to assure the product is in date. Formula lids should be cleaned and dried prior to opening. It is important to minimize the risk of their contamination. The formula should be transferred directly, with minimal handling, to the

feeding container. The container should be immediately capped and kept closed until the feeding is complete. Care must be taken not to touch the inside of the feeding container.

It is not necessary for unopened formula to be refrigerated, however, once opened, the formula should be refrigerated until the time of use. Opened and unused liquid products should be labeled with the time and date of opening and kept refrigerated. Opened containers must be used within 24 hours or according to manufacturer's specifications.

HANDLING: Prior to handling equipment or formulas, you should thoroughly wash your hands with a bacteriostatic soap. Special attention must be paid to the hang time of the formula as designated by the formula manufacturer, with a general recommendation for hang time of 4-8 hours at room temperature.

The feeding containers and administration set should be replaced at least every 24 hours or according to the manufacturer's recommendations.

STORAGE: Unopened formula containers should be stored in a dry area which is not exposed to temperature extremes. Do NOT expose to cold temperatures (below 45 degrees) nor excessive heat (above 90 degrees).
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