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OXYGEN CONSERVING DEVICES
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PURPOSE: Oxygen conserving devices’ sole purpose is to conserve the oxygen that would otherwise be wasted, thus increasing the duration of portable oxygen systems. A physician must write a prescription for oxygen and the conserving device. Conserving devices do affect the amount of oxygen provided to the patient and they must be under the supervision of a physician. Always abide by all manufacturers’ operational and safety procedures.

TYPES: There are two basic types of conserving devices, pneumatic and electronic.  Pneumatic does not require any additional equipment other than the cylinder and regulator.  Electronic utilizes a battery so it is able to incorporate alarms into the system to safeguard the patient. Conserving devices are only used with nasal cannulas.  

NOTE: The pulse dose does not necessarily correlate with a corresponding liter flow.

BEGIN USE: Check system for proper connections. 

Electronic: 

Cylinder off, regulator off, conserver off. Tubing connected from the regulator to the input nipple and a nasal cannula from the output nipple to the patient.

Turn cylinder on by turning the key at the top of the cylinder counterclockwise at least 1 full turn.

Check pressure in cylinder (full tank equals 2000).

Turn regulator to setting ordered by physician.  

Put nasal cannula on patient and begin use.

Turn on conserving device by pressing the green “on” button.

Listen for puffing sound of oxygen.

When pressure gauge reads in the “red” the tank will empty soon and you should be aware of this.

FINISHED USE: Remove nasal cannula from patient.
Turn cylinder off by turning the key at the top of the cylinder clockwise until tight.

Turn regulator to “0” setting.  

Turn off conserving device by pressing the red “off” button.
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ALARMS:  When turned on all lights light and unit beeps.

First light on left (O2) flashes green with each breath.

Second light on left (triangle) alarms yellow when no breath is sensed (not getting oxygen). Take a breath    alarm stops.

Third light from left (rectangle battery) alarms when battery is low (D cell in back)

Light on right side (circle with O2 and line through it) alarms red when tank is empty or turned off

Pnuematic:

Turn cylinder on by turning the key at the top of the cylinder counterclockwise at least 1 full turn.

Check pressure in cylinder (full tank equals 2000).

Turn regulator to setting ordered by physician.  

 Put nasal cannula on patient and begin use.
 NOTE: If you are talking and not inhaling through your nose you will not get any oxygen and the tank may    appear to last for a very long time

MAINTANANCE: Most electronic conserving devices require special oxygen regulators. Do not attempt to attach any regulator to a conserving device that was not manufactured for that specific purpose. Make sure all operational and safety procedures are followed at all times. Make sure your conserving device has the correct settings and batteries. Battery types vary depending on brand used. Make sure you pay attention to the amount of oxygen in your tanks. Conserving devices are made of sophisticated electronics and should not be abused or banged around. Always keep unit in designated carrying pouch. When using a conserving device do not use a humidifier.
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